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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT — CHARLES RICE

On September 30, 2016, the Maryland Association of Soil
Conservation Districts bid farewell to our Executive Director
Lynne Hoot. Lynne retired after over 30 years of working for
the agricultural community in Maryland. She began her career
here in Maryland at the Maryland Department of Agriculture
before starting her own business providing management ser-
vices for agricultural and conservation organizations.

Over the years, Lynne has advocated tirelessly for Maryland’s
conservation districts and conservation funding for Maryland’s
farmers. Her influence and accomplishments have not gone
unrecognized. Lynne was the recipient of the Edward H. Ralph
Delmarva Poultry Industry Medal of Achievement in 2011 and
the Maryland Grain Producers Association Dr. James R. Mil-
ler Award in 2006. MASCD will certainly miss Lynne as she
sails off to Cuba with her husband Jerry but wish her all the
best.

Royden Powell, Charles Rice, Lee McDaniel,
Lynne Hoot, Hans Schmidt, and Bob Wilson

MASCD WINTER BOARD MEETING AND DAY IN
ANNAPOLIS, FEB 6-7,2017

Make plans to attend the MASCD Annual Legislative Day in
Annapolis. On Tuesday, February 7, 2017, MASCD will meet
in West Wing I & II in the Senate Office Building for brief-
ings prior to our legislative luncheon. The Legislative Day
follows the Board of Directors meeting on February 7 at the
DoubleTree.

District Managers and supervisors are encouraged to join their
Chairs for this day long meeting to be briefed on the many
issues impacting the daily work of districts.

NACD PRESIDENT LEE MCDANIEL
ADDRESSES IECA MEMBERS
IN MARYLAND

Recently, NACD President Lee McDaniel
(pictured with IECA Executive Director
Sharan Wilson) joined members of the Mid Atlantic Chapter of the
International Erosion Control Association in Annapolis to lay the
ground work for future partnerships.

“IECA is similar to NACD in many ways,” Lee said in his address.
“We’re both non-profit, diverse member organizations that provide
education and resources for conservation leaders.”

“Our districts are always looking to partner with organizations and
individuals who are dedicated to the same conservation values that
NACD and IECA champion,” he continued.

For more information about IECA and their 2,500 international
members, visit https://www.ieca.org/.

RCPP GRANT

Through the Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP),
NRCS is building the next generation of conservation science and
innovation and bringing together partners at the grassroots level to
address natural resource challenges.

Right now, Maryland’s landscape is benefiting from seven projects,
bringing together an array of partners like Maryland Department of
Agriculture, Alliance for the Chesapeake Bay, National Fish and
Wildlife Foundation and American Bird Conservancy.

For funding consideration this year, applications for the following
projects are due by November 18, with additional deadlines
throughout the winter.

Accelerating Chesapeake Bay Watershed Implementation: This
project addresses animal waste management concerns in the
Chesapeake Bay watershed and helps farmers implement practices
to avoid winter application of manure. This project is available for
the state of Maryland.

Cerulean Warbler Appalachian Forestland Enhancement: This
project addresses habitat loss, soil health, and water quality. The
project encourages landowners to adopt suites of conservation
practices intended to enhance acres of forest habitat on private lands
for cerulean warbler, an at risk species, and associated species. This
project is available for Allegany County and parts of Garrett,
Washington and Frederick counties.

(Continued on page 5)
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NACD HOSTING U&C WEBINAR ON
STORMWATER MANAGEMENT TRAINING

On Thursday, November 17, NACD will host a webinar on
stormwater management training from 12:00-1:00pm Eastern,
as part of a series sponsored by The Scotts Miracle-Gro Com-

pany.

This webinar will include a presentation from the Alabama

Soil and Water Conservation Committee on its statewide sed-
iment and erosion control education program, C| e a r
Al a b aamdanother from West Multnomah SWCD and its

partners in Oregon on their “St or mwa t & desiglbanda r

build workshop series.

There is no cost to participate, but space is limited. To regis-
ter,emaild e-b 0 g ar @n a ¢ dwitlkeyour mmegtitle,
district or business name, and state to register.

NEW ONLINE TOOL HELPS RESIDENTS MANAGE
THEIR PROPERTY

A new tool from the Texas A&M Forest Service called ‘Plan
My Land’ was released recently as a method for users to
locate, map, and manage their properties and project areas.

Individuals can identify areas near streams, wet areas, and
steep slopes, which can help with the determination of
elevation profiles and watershed areas.

The operation provides information on the characteristics of
mapped soil types, including its rutting potential and erosion
hazard, and it allows users to determine proper parameters
and operational considerations for best management practice
recommendations.

For more, visit http://tfsfrd.tamu.edu/planmylandoperation/.

JOINT FORESTRY TEAM WEBSITE

The Joint Forestry Team recently launched a new website to
highlight some of America’s best partnerships and all-lands
projects.

The Joint Forestry Team consists of representatives from the
U.S. Forest Service, NRCS, the National Association of State
Foresters, and NACD. Its purpose is to make recommenda-
tions that improve interagency and private/public sector coor-
dination in the delivery of forestry and conservation assis-
tance on working lands.

The new website has information on state-level, forestry man-
agement memorandums of understanding (MOUs) and fea-
tures regular content on multi-
B partner forestry projects. Soon,
‘ the websit.e will include a state-
by-state directory of forestry
contacts.

@

Partnership gives windbreaks
new life

For more information, contact
mike-beacom@nacdnet.org
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NRCS WELCOMES...

J ac ki e AsBisyaat State Conservationist for Programs
working at the State Office.
Hey ds ha ,Oistricd@rsedvationist in Anne Arundel
and Prince George’s Counties.
Rachel YDEsaritt @@ngervationist in Calvert, Charles,
and St. Mary’s Counties.
Ro s al y nSoibGnmsdrvationist (intern) in Wicomico
County.

ee  KSoibQomeservation Technician in Caroline County.
aB rennan ,PagrdmeStppont Specialist in Caroline,
Kent and Talbot Counties.

NRCS BIDS FAREWELLTO...

Jef f ,WikCamervation Technician in Queen Anne’s Coun-
ty, took a position with MDA in Caroline County.

Li nds ay,PrBgramBupport Specialist for Caroline, Tal-
bot and Kent Counties, took a position in Delaware.

| TEMS OF |

SIGNED: NACD TO
CONTINUE OFFERING
SPOTS TO CD STAFF FOR
NRCS’ BOOT CAMP THE
NEXT FIVE YEARS

NACD and NRCS have agreed to invite an additional 75 conserva-
tion district employees each year for the next five years to attend
Conservation Planning Boot Camp training. District employ-

ees must be nominated by their state association to participate in
one of the three-week educational sessions held in Lincoln, Nebras-
ka. The first Boot Camp training for 2017 will start on March 28,
2017. To learn more about Boot Camp and to see a list of session
start and end dates, visit http://www.nacdnet.org/general-resources/
conservation-planning-boot-camp/

Last fiscal year, 59 conservation district employees participated in
this training and told NACD what an excellent educational experi-
ence it was. We look forward to receiving nominations from state
and territory associations of conservation districts from across the
nation. For more information about this opportunity, contact NACD
Director of Projects and Partnerships Rich Duesterhaus, rich-
duesterhaus@nacdnet.org

NACD PHOTO CONTEST DEADLINE IS DECEMBER 1

Excellent photography can communicate volumes. To recognize
individuals who use this tool effectively and creatively, NACD and
NACD Auxiliary joined forces to host an annual Photo Contest.
The contest is open to all amateur photographers who reside in the
U.S. or its territories. Contestants are allowed to enter as many as
five photos each year that each fit into one of the following four
categories: Conservation Practices, Close-up Conservation, Conser-
vation in Action, or Agriculture and Conservation Across America.

(Continued on page 6)
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Information from the State Soil Conservation Committee

STREAMLINING MANURE TRANSPORT PROGRAM

Hans Schmidt, MDA, provided background for the proposal to
streamline the Manure Transport Program. There has been concern
expressed that farmers need to utilize excess MD manure and the pro-
gram should be more user friendly. In 2016 MDA spent $1.4 million
to move 213,000 tons of manure. 57,000 tons were poultry litter and
only 6000 of the poultry litter tons were land applied. In 2017 MDA
has $1.6 million available for the program.

Schmidt said MDA has been working with the Delmarva Land and
Litter group who is developing recommendations on what an ideal
manure transport program should look like in the region. Currently
Delaware, Maryland and Virginia (Shenandoah Valley only) have
financial assistance program to subsidize manure transport.

Norm Astle compared the current manure transport program require-
ments with the proposed “fast track” option that could be used for
poultry litter transport. Under the traditional or current program a
nutrient management plan is submitted for the fields that will use
poultry litter. The requirement will be eliminated for the fast track.
Instead, farmers will submit soils analysis information and maps for
the fields receiving manure. MDA will check program compliance
and assure a review by Animal Health. Approval can take place with-
in 48 hours. If they have a phosphorus FIV of 100 or less and grow
corn, they will be approved to apply 3 tons of poultry litter per acre.
The option assumes a standard 4-4-3 soil analysis. Farmers who have
a P FIV between 101 and 150 can still participate but must use the
traditional program which requires submittal for a nutrient manage-
ment plan.

MDA is exploring whether applications can be available online. The
Claim for Payment process is currently unchanged but is being exam-
ined. Under the fast track approval the Nutrient Management Pro-
gram will conduct implementation reviews on 100% of participating
farms in year one and 20% in out years.

PILOT “PAY FOR PERFORMANCE” PROGRAM

Lawrence reported on a pilot project to incentivize CREP riparian
forest buffer and wetland enrollment. The pilot is supported by a
National Fish and Wildlife Foundation grant for $500,000. It will test
outcomes of a “pay for performance” program. Landowners in Fred-
erick county or the Nanticoke watershed potion of Dorchester and
Wicomico counties will be eligible for a bonus payment of up to $500
per acre for riparian forest buffers or wetlands based on the level of
reduced nitrogen achieved by these practices.

There are three payment tiers and the more nitrogen reduced, the
higher the payment. All other CREP incentives and eligibility re-
quirements apply. Although the “cost” of the BMP is higher, the hy-
pothesis is that you enroll higher value or higher risk acres and may
end up paying less per pound of nitrogen reduced. The project will

Pr ess
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compare outcomes in the pilot areas to a similar “control
areas” to see how outcomes compare.

Nitrogen reduction values will be derived using the Nutrient
Tracking Tool developed for MDA’s Nutrient Trading pro-
gram. MDA certified verifiers will conduct the NTT evalua-
tion. NTT will analyze land characteristics, current manage-
ment, crop rotations and NMP to develop before and after
BMP installation scenarios and nitrogen movement potential.

The program also provides bonus payments in the same tar-
get areas and for the same BMPs when they enroll in a long-
term easement being offered by DNR. Participants can re-
ceive up to $1000 per acre. They also are evaluated based on
nitrogen reduction values using the NTT.

The program also provides a small administrative fee for soil
conservation districts or land trusts who shepherd a partici-
pant through the administrative process for this program.

SOIL PHOSPHORUS FIV INFORMATION

Dwight Dotterer, MDA, presented information about the re-
ceipt of soil test information. To date P FIV information on
952,000 acres has been reported. The percentage of cropland
falling below P FIV 150 is static at 82% and acres above 150
FIV remain at 18%.

Using AIR information MDA has determined approximately
312,000 tons of poultry litter is collected annually. If applied
at 2 tons per acre, 156,000 acres of land would need to utilize
poultry litter as a nutrient source. Current data reveals that
there is three times (470,000 ac) the acreage as needed on the
Eastern Shore to utilize poultry litter.

MDA has sent information to consultants requiring they re-
port the PMT tier group in which producers fall (for those
with fields over 150 P FIV only). There is some pushback
occurring from consultants mostly related to confidentiality
concerns. MDA legally is compelled to protect confidentiali-
ty of this information as it is considered a component of the
nutrient management plan.

MDA’s first priority is collecting all the soils P FIVdata.
Legislators have expressed concern that only 73% of soils
information has been reported after a year’s time. They are
blaming farmers for being recalcitrant. The nutrient manage-
ment program staff called farmers who have no data reported
and will follow up with non-responders, conducting imple-
mentation reviews and assisting with soil samples if neces-
sary. To date about 1500 farmers have not had information
reported.

(Continued on page 4)
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Information from the State Soil Conservation Committee

SOIL PHOSPHORUS FIV INFORMATION

(Continued from page 3)

There was discussion about targeting this effort to the Lower East-
ern Shore and the need to improve reporting from that region
(currently 53%). SSCC discussed returns from private vs. UM
consultants and whether the non-respondents shared any character-
istics. Extension does about 1/3 of NMP and tends to serve smaller
acreage operations.

Dotterer noted that the University software, NUMAN, was modi-
fied to make the soils data easier to query.

There was discussion as to whether SSCC should host discussion
with farm leaders in region to broker an improved response.

PMT IMPACTS TO FARMS - ECONOMIC STUDY

Charlotte Staver, Nutrient Management program intern, has a de-
gree in agricultural economics and has been assisting with the Eco-
nomic Study of PMT implementation. The study sample includes 8
farms, each with 60-100 acres enrolled in the study. There is a
fairly wide scope amongst farm outcomes/impacts from PMT. It is
early to point to any outcomes or trends, and another year of data
will be collected.

However, in the long-term the value that can be obtained for the
sale of manure will influence economic impacts of PMT imple-
mentation. Poultry litter has a greater potential for income from
distribution and there are opportunities for its use in other parts of
Eastern Shore. The cost of potassium and nitrogen as well as the
price of fuel will influence the value of manure.

CLIMATE CHANGE PLANNING FOR AGRICULTURE

Kate Maher and Manjhot Bhan form the Center for Climate and
Energy Solutions presented information and asked for input in
relation to potential impacts to MD agriculture from climate
change. They have been engaged by MD Climate Change Com-
mission to conduct a needs assessment to help formulate policies,
identify resource gaps and the best means of engagement. The
Center is conducting a survey targeted to small businesses as part
of their information gathering exercise.

Mabher provide some background highlighting weather changes
over time, including temperature, sea level rise, heavy rainfall
events, flooding, seasonal rainfall or drought and coastal storms.

Rising temperatures and severe weather events related to rainfall
have the potential to impact crop yields and crop types from de-
layed planting, stunted growth and increased input or management
costs. These changes also can impact animal health and result in
additional energy and management costs to maintain productivity.
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NATIVE PHRAGMITES

Diane Leason, a graduate student from UM has been studying
native Phragmites and presented information on the outcomes
of her research. She noted that it is difficult to differentiate
between the native and invasive Eurasian species of Phrag-
mites. She highlighted some of the advantages of the native
species including co-existing or promoting a more diverse
ecosystem, lowering nutrient losses, stabilizing soils, improv-
ing marsh resiliency and increasing rates of organic assimila-
tion. The invasive species changes the hydrology of areas it
inhabits, dries them out, and crowds out any other plants.

There are subtle differences between the species. The inva-
sive variety is taller (six meters) is darker green/blue shade,
has larger flowers, occurs in very dense stands and is slow to
break down forming a thatch. The native variety is a more
yellow shade of green, smaller in height , has smaller flowers,
has a less dense stand and the vegetation breaks down more
quickly.

Her research explored salinity levels and the influence of in-
undation on growth and distribution of the native species. She
monitored sites along the Patuxent River of varying salinity:

Jug Bay (.2 ppt)
God’s Grace (7 ppt)
Jefferson Patterson Park (12ppt)

She found the native species favored areas with salinity levels
Sppt or less. She also has several plots where native species
have been planted to monitor their growth and ability to com-
pete.

Additional information and research may help inform man-
agement strategies for controlling invasive Phragmites. It is
also important to properly identify the native species so treat-
ment measures are directed just at the invasive variety.

Smith asked if there was a source for native seed for restora-
tion sites. Leason said she was working with a company, En-
vironmental Concern, to develop seed stock for sale. But she
had used rhizomes from existing native plants for her research
and they worked well and the “donor” plant didn’t appear
adversely impacted.

SUPERVISOR APPOINTMENTS

Calvert SCD - David Cox
Cecil SCD - Jonathan Quinn
Dorchester SCD - Larry Scott
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There have been 197 FSCAP reviews on 175 farms, resulting in 142 certified
conservation stewards doing a great job in protecting 52,935.73 acres in 22 coun-
ties across the state.

Although the program provided 142 FSCAP farm signs with installed signposts,
there are 202 signs displayed because many of the stewards believe that the
recognition is also good for business. Every sign includes the district’s name and
logo.

We offer perks to stewards with other projects. Through our Nutrient Trading
Project, 22 stewards had free baseline assessments conducted that determine
compliance with the TMDL plan and the number of nitrogen and phosphorus
credits. Through our Pollinator Habitat Projects, 33 stewards have participated
so far, and five of them we certified as a result of meeting them as participants in
Pollinator Habitat.

District support: Washington County SCD — 32; Carroll — 13; Cecil - 10; Anne
Arundel, Frederick and Wicomico SCDs —9; St. Mary’s - 7.

Certi cati on
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The grant from the Baltimore Gas and Electric Company allowed the establish-
ment of five acres of pollinator habitat. Three acres were planted last fall and two
acres will be planted this fall.

BGE Green Grant approved a second application with which we proposed to
establish another 5 acres. The grant was less than the first and we are in the pro-
cess of applying to the Chesapeake Bay Trust Restoration Grant for additional
funds. We have signed up five farms and will plant next spring.

Our three Pollinator Habitat projects now totals 54 acres on 62 farms, two agri-
cultural centers, one school and one environmental education center in 15 coun-
ties. At the completion of the new grant, we will have established 59 acres on 67
farms in at least 15 counties.

nator tat Project
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We were approved to receive a grant from the National Fish and Wildlife Foun-
dation, working in partnership with another consultant company, Conservation
Partners, to assist districts in verifying resource improvements, which are BMPs
installed by farmers on their own without cost-sharing, initially referred to as
“functional equivalents”(FE). After verification, the BMPs will be entered in
MDA’s Conservation Tracker system and eventually in the Chesapeake Bay da-
tabase to increase credit for agriculture’s contributions to the Watershed Imple-
mentation Plan.

*  The team of two RI assessors attended the three RI workshops conduct-
ed by MDA for the 24 SCDs across the state and in each, announced the
project and the offer to verify the SCD FEs recorded in MDA’s Conser-
vation Tracker System and pay the SCD for assistance.

*  Four SCDs responded and an RI assessor met to discuss the procedure

and SCD tasks.

Verification tours were conducted in Washington, Howard, Anne Arun-

del and Caroline Counties, visiting every farm with recorded FEs.

RI forms were completed for each verified FE. Copies and spreadsheets

were sent to the participating SCDs.

The participating SCDs reported the RIs in Conservation Tracker and

were paid $150 for each farm on which a RI was verified.

*  Atotal of 150 RIs were verified and recorded on 79 farms in the follow-

ing counties:
+ Washington - 45 RIs on 16 farms

Howard — 43 RIs on 26 farms
Anne Arundel — 10 RIs on 6 farms
Caroline — 52 RlIs on 31 farms

Pr ess
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RCPP GRANT

gc?nguesd%onﬁ%gen]) t Program
Comprehensive Watershed Conservation
in Dairy & Livestock Landscapes: This
project addresses both water quality
degradation and inadequate habitat for fish
and wildlife through assistance in planning
and implementing forest buffers and
streambank fencing in conjunction with
manure management practices. This
project is available for the Antietam
watershed in Washington and Frederick
counties in Maryland.

Delmarva Whole System Conservation
Partnership: This project increases
implementation of advanced nutrient
management and wetland restoration
practices to reduce excess nutrients in the
Chesapeake Bay. The project is available
for the Blackwater, Choptank, Nanticoke,
Pocomoke and Wicomico watersheds.

Mason-Dixon Working Lands Partnership:
This project takes a whole-farm approach
to conservation implementation to address
the unique needs of both forest and
agricultural land owners. New incentives
are provided to farmers to plant riparian
forest conservation practices. This project
is available for Carroll, Cecil, Frederick,
Harford, Howard and Washington
counties, and the Prettyboy watershed in
Baltimore County for forestry practices
only.

Meeting WIP Goals in the Chesapeake
Bay: This project is led by MASCD and
accelerates the installation of best
management practices to enable farmers to
meet water quality goals. Assistance is
available for animal related conservation
practices, including animal waste storage,
stream fencing, heavy use areas, and
barnyard runoff. This project is available
for the following 13 counties:

Caroline
Cecil
Dorchester
Frederick
Howard
Kent
Montgomery
Queen Anne’s
Somerset
Talbot
Washington
Wicomico
Worcester
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NACD PHOTO CONTEST conmivuED

Photos are judged on technical merit and com-
position. One winner will be selected for each
category and age division (adults are 19 and
older as of December 1, 2016.) Each first place
winner at the national level will receive a $100
cash prize. Second place winners will receive
$50. These cash awards are made possible by
the NACD Auxiliary’s quilt project proceeds
and the Albert I. Pierce Foundation. Honorable
mention award winners will also be selected for
each category, but will not receive a monetary
award. Photos must be submitted by December
1,2016 to NACD. For more information, please
email stewardship@nacdnet.org.

MARYLAND ANNOUNCES FUNDING
FOR FRUITS AND VEGETABLES CROPS

The Maryland Department of Agriculture an-
nounced last month the recipients of over
$376,000 in federal grants that will fund projects
designed to enhance the competitiveness of spe-
cialty crops in Maryland. Specialty crops are
defined as fruits, vegetables, tree nuts, dried
fruits, horticulture, and nursery crops. Funding
for the grants came through the U.S. Department
of Agriculture Specialty Crop Block Grant Pro-
gram, which was authorized in the 2014 Farm
Bill. “We are pleased to announce awardees of
the Maryland Specialty Crop Block Grant Pro-
gram. The 2014 Farm Bill provided significant
grant funding dedicated to specialty crops to
become available,” said Maryland Secretary of
Agriculture Joe Bartenfelder “These funds are a
great opportunity to help farmers and value-
added producers advance and promote local spe-
cialty crops in the marketplace and spark new
markets, healthy eating, and job creation.” The

Fal | 2

department created a competitive grant process with a review committee to award
these federal funds. The following is a snapshot of the funded projects:

Chesapeake Fia% In8 ,i308vdbpaaliolv-eost, shared infrastruc-
ture system for post-harvest handling and storage of winter crops to help expand
sales to restaurants.

Grow & F®»2 8 ,i®Dgvdlop a state and county-level regulatory matrix
that will provide an outline of the permits and processes required for specialty
crop producers to sell and market raw and value-added agricultural products.

Maryl and Departmdse5d4f OB4driculture

Continue to strengthen consumer awareness of local specialty crops and con-
nect specialty crop farmers with markets through seasonal promotions of

Maryland specialty crops via mass media; MarylandsBest.net; direct partner-
ships with Maryland specialty crop associations such as the Mar-Del Water-
melon Association, Maryland Cut Flowers Association, and Maryland Apple

Promotion Board; and other strategic promotional avenues —$ 1 0 7;, 9 5 2

Continue to mitigate specialty crop food safety risks by providing training,
certification of compliance with food safety practices, cost-share, and tech-
nical assistance to specialty crop producers and packers transitioning from
voluntary food safety programs, USDA Good Agricultural Practices and
Good Handling Practices, to be in compliance with the Food Safety Moderni-
zation Act Produce Safety Rule—$ 1 3 0;,ai81 8 4

Perform pre-award and post-award activities to administer Specialty Crop
Block Grant Program funding and ensure that the State Agency and sub-

awardees abide by Federal and State requirements and regulations—$ 15, 215

Maryl and Hor tiicful &,u0Reddh foShe Beacle’ edycation
program and campaign will create a social media platform and marketing toolbox
for peach growers to use during the season to increase consumer awareness of
locally produced peaches for the retail and farmers market segments.

Uni versity i88 0M&rkdkhnea necbmmendations for small fruit
growers to sustainably manage spotted wing drosophila in red raspberries through
the evaluation of on-farm management practices
(i.e. carrier water volume, sprayer type, and
canopy density).

USDA announced over $62.5 million in special- |
ty crops grants to U.S. states and territories that
will support 693 initiatives across the country to s
strengthen markets and expand economic op-
portunities for local and regional producers.

NUTRI ENT MANAGRMHENT

DATES

CLASS DESCRIPTION

Agricul tural Nutrient Management Updat
December 7| This course will provide an update on nutrient management regulations and provide
information on current topics affecting the agricultural community. Seating is limited.
Please register early. To register, visit http://mda.maryland.gov/resource conservation/
counties/2016NMPUpdate.pdf.

Nutri
Various D| Farmers who apply nutrients to 10 or more acres of cropland are required to attend a
nutrient applicator training course once every three years. For training schedule, visit
http://mda.maryland.gov/resource conservation/counties/VoucherTraining.pdf.

ent VMeppdthermtDraining

Webinars
(avail abl e

Learn and Earn CEUs Online

The University of Maryland and other institutions provide excellent nutrient manage-
ment webinars. Even if you cannot attend a session "live," you might be able to earn
CEUs at a later date. For details, visit http://mda.maryland.gov/

resource conservation/Pages/asynchronous.aspx.
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healthy land and water for many years to come. We invite
PARTNERS you to stop by our office at 12407 Naves Cross Road, Cum-
ALLEGANY SOIL CONSERVATION DISTRICT berland to see what programs you may qualify for or how we

might be of assistance to you. Our regular office hours are
CELEBRATES 75 YEARS, BY MONA M. LEE, SEERARY Monday — Friday, 8:00 AM — 4:30 PM and there are staff
available outside of those hours if need be. If you are not
already on our mailing list for the tree seedling sale, call the
office at 301-777-1747, ext. 101 to have your name added.
Order forms are mailed mid-January. ASCD supports and
participates in both county and state Envirothon competitions
and works closely with the University of Maryland Coopera-
tive Extension Service and its ag-related programs.

The Allegany Soil Conservation District, ASCD, is celebrating 75
years of helping people help the land during 2016. Throughout the
year we have been making reference to this milestone anniversary in
an effort to let you, the residents of Allegany County, know that we
are here to serve you.

Many projects within Allegany County get their start inside our of-

fices. Our dedicated staff works with all necessary resources to To commemorate our 75™ Anniversary, Allegany Soil Con-
solve soil and water problems as well as promote good stewardship  gervation District received the followin’g during 2016: 1) Mar-
to maintain our environment well into our future. yland Department of Agriculture Secretary’s Citation; 2)

. L . Proclamation naming Saturday, 9/24/16 as ASCD’s 75" An-
While support for our district has been strong during the last 75 niversary Day in Allegany County by the Board of County
years, it is with sincere gratitude that we thank those who have been Commissioners; 3) Proclamation of Congratulations by
espe;cially supportive this year in hf‘:lping> us recognize our past Mayor & City Council of Cumberland; 4) An NRCS, USDA
achievements. We asked for donations in any amount during our “Certificate of Appreciation”; 5) Certificate of Special Con-
annual tree seedling sale held January thru April. Most everyone gressional Recognition of John K. Delaney, Member of Con-

who placed an order also made a donation to help offset the cost of gress; 6) Senate of Maryland Resolution by Senator George
printing an anniversary booklet. Anniversary tee-shirts were sold as ¢ Eqwards: 7) Maryland General Assembly Official Cita-
another way to contribute towards this goal. Numerous individuals ¢ by Defegate Wendell R. Beitzel and Delegate Mike
and local businesses sponsored our anniversary celebration held in McKay; 8) A Governor’s Citation from Gov. Larry Hogan.

conjunction with our annual cooperator’s picnic to ensure the event  Aqj are on display in our conference room for you to view.
was affordable for all. A big “Thank YOU” for showing our county  pyere’s to another 75!!

residents that you support them by supporting us!

Our picnic celebration was held at the beautiful Lakeview Pavilion EVEN
t Rocky Gap State Park. The ASCD staff and board b
al oely Jap DAl L art. - e S and poard Menbers MARYLAND FARM BUREAU CONVENTION, DEC. 4-6

worked together to organize and set up a memorable event. Our

meal was expertly catered by B & B Country Meats with corn on The Marvland F B C ti

the cob provided by Higson’s Farms and fresh grown tomatoes by ande Anarfl}llaalui\/leeﬁrlg Wlﬁle %l; h;gvgéclggl_ MARYLAND
Wesley Gordon. As always during this event we recognized two ber 4-6. 2016 at the Clarion Resort Fon-

awardees nominated by our staff and chosen by our board of super- tainebléau Hotel in Ocean City, MD. -

visors. Plaques made by the Sports Shoppe and Maryland Depart- ’

ment of Agriculture and USDA citations were presented to David,  This is the 1 t sinele oathering of F

Susan & Nathan Trail of Glendale Farm as our Cooperator of the Bulrsezllfl mirigg;z iinli%aer}glznci rglp%p(;oxizi o

Year and to Forester Randy Kamp, winner of our Resource Conser-
vation Award. Smokey Bear even attended to congratulate and
thank Randy for his contributions to our county’s forests and wild-

life. To register, please call 410-922-3426, or visit http://
mdfarmbureau.com/.

mately 400 influential agricultural leaders
from all 23 counties will be in attendance.

Senator George Edwards and Delegate Wendell Beitzell were joined
by our State Conservationist, Dr. Terron Hillsman and MDA’s As- NACD ANNUAL MEETING. JAN 28-FEB 1
1

sistant Secretary, Hans Schmidt to offer congratulations to our
award winners as well as anniversary congratulations to ASCD. NACD’s 2017 Annual Meeting will be held in Denver, Colo-
rado, at the Sheraton — Downtown Denver from January 28 to

Also recognized that evening were the scholarship recipients ASCD February 1, 2017. The room rate is $169 per night plus tax

awards to both Allegany College of Maryland and Frostburg State

University: the 2016/17 Martin Gordon Memorial Scholarship to Marylanders are encouraged to attend to bid Lee McDaniel

ACM was received by Dylan Stumbaugh and Samantha Bennett and  farewell as he ends his NACD presidency.

Michala Garrison were awarded the FSU scholarships in honor of

past supervisors. To reserve a room before January 6, 2017, call 303-893-3333
and identify yourself as part of the NACD group rate.

Door prizes were provided by: Tee Shirts — ASCD; Tree to Table

Cookbook — Boyer’s Nursery; Flower Arrangements — Pea Vine ==.. For meeting registration, agenda, live
Flowers; FSU Goody Box — FSU Foundation; and a Maryland State f 2017 guction and additional information,
Flag by Senator George Edwards. { please visit http://www.nacdnet.org/

news-and-events/annual-meeting.
While this year was a special year of celebration and recognition for CONSERVATION

Allegany Soil, we hope you will join us in our efforts to promote
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is a quarterly newsletter published for and about the members of Maryland's
Conservation Partnership: MD Department of Agriculture, MD Association
of Soil Conservation Districts, USDA Natural Resources Conservation
Service, USDA Farm Service Agency, MD Cooperative Extension, and the
State Soil Conservation Committee.

The deadline for articles is January 30, April 30, July 30 and October 30.
Please direct comments or questions to the Maryland Association of Soil
Conservation Districts at 410-956-5771.

The members of the Conservation Partnership prohibit discrimination in
their programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex,
religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or
familial status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons
with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of
program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact the
USDA TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).

To file a complaint, write the Secretary of Agriculture, USDA, Washington,
D.C. 20250 or call 1-800-245-6340 (voice) or (202) 720-5964 (TDD).
Agencies in the Maryland Conservation Partnership are equal employment
opportunity employers.
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PARTNERSHIP PRESS ELECTRONICALLY

If you prefer to receive the newsletter by email, as opposed to a
mailed hard copy, please email marguerite.mdag@gmail.com to be
added to the email list. The Partnership Press newsletter is posted
on www.mascd.net.

FUTURE DATES TO REMEMBER

Dec. 1 NACD Photo Contest deadline

Dec. 4-6 Maryland Farm Bureau Convention, Ocean City

Dec. 7 Ag Nutrient Management Update Training

Dec. 9 MACCA Exam Registration Deadline

Dec. 15 SSCC Meeting, MDA

Jan. 1 Happy New Year

Jan. 11 2017 Legislative Session begins

Jan. 19 SSCC Meeting, MDA

Jan 28-Feb 1 | NACD Annual Meeting, Denver, CO

Feb. 3 MACCA Exams, DE & VA

Feb 6 MASCD Board of Directors, DoubleTree, Annapolis

Feb 7 MASCD Legislative Visits and Luncheon in West
Wing I and II, Senate Office Building, Annapolis

Feb. 16 SSCC Meeting, MDA
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